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BE THOU OUR VISION

Orange City Christian School is a biblically-based community that partners
with parents, educating hearts and minds to serve in Christ's Kingdom.

Following God’s Call
The school year is off to a wonderful start. It is so good to have the halls filled with kids again. The younger students chatter so
freely about how they love being back at school and seeing their friends and their teachers. And you know it is really special
when even the junior high boys talk about being glad to be in school.
Through God’s faithfulness we have a healthy staff and student body. Though we are not completely unaffected by COVID or
other sicknesses, the number of students and staff missing on a given day or week has been minimal. To date we have only had
one confirmed COVID case among our students during the school year. We praise God for His faithfulness.
Our theme for this year is Heroes of Faith. October’s hero is Abraham: Following God’s Call. Our verse for October is
Hebrews 11:8, “By faith Abraham, when called to go to a place he would later receive as his inheritance, obeyed and went, even
though he did not know where he was going.” There is so much in that verse we can apply to ourselves today.
Abraham didn’t know where God was leading. He just knew he had to follow. He didn’t know if it would be difficult and he
didn’t know if he would ever see God’s fulfillment of His plan. He trusted in a call from a God who was faithful.
That call hasn’t changed for us. So often we don’t know where God is leading us, we don’t know what the future holds, or how
things will turn out. We have to follow God and His Word. We may wish all the stress, divisiveness, and craziness of today will
just go away. God may or may not choose to take it away. Our job is to follow a faithful God and His call for us.
OCCS believes our call is to educate our students in all aspects according to God’s Word, partnering with parents. The board,
teachers, and staff work diligently each day to follow that call. We are encouraged each day with the privilege we have working
in a building full of children and the support of loving parents. Thank you for partnering with us.
In Christ,
Jason Alons, Principal

Convocation Service
On August 25, parents, students, teachers, and OCCS supporters
gathered in the open space south of the school playground for the
long-anticipated start of the school year. The theme for the year is
"Heroes of Faith," and the audience enjoyed listening to the
theme song, "Find Us Faithful" and singing "Living for Jesus."
Monte Hallbelink (Mr. Hilbelink) quizzed Mr. Alons, Mr. Van
Schepen, and Kendra Breems in the game show, "Who's Your
Hero?" The competition was tough, but on the final question, Mr.
Alons pulled off a surprise victory. The dedication service ended
with introduction of the staff and dismissal of the classes into the
school building. While the location was unusual for the 2020
Dedication Service, the weather was beautiful, the smiles were
wide, and God allowed us to begin the year in person!
Kim Philipsen

Can you guess who is behind these
masks? It is Mrs. Huisman, Mrs.
Krommendyk, and Mrs. Breen.

Theme Kickoff
Shoes were flying as we “kicked off” our school's theme during the morning of
September 22. For our annual kickoff event, the students experienced a
FAITH WALK to help launch our “Heroes of Faith” school wide theme. The
grade levels rotated among 5 stations, where each station focused on a
characteristic of faith as highlighted in Hebrews 11:1 “Now faith is confidence
in what we hope for and assurance in what we do not see”. We used the letters
of the word faith to concentrate on faith's characteristics: following, assurance,
invisible, trusting, and hope. We thank Pastor Todd De Rooy, Pastor Bob
Drenten, Jason and Sheri Hanson, Clevey Ragsdale, Justin Schrock, Sarah
Kuiper, and Pastor Mark Vande Zande for helping us understand these
characteristics at a deeper level. Highlights of the stations were also the
activities where students were able to do a trust walk, search for faith coins in
the sand, and decorate a footprint with ways God shows His faithfulness.
These footprints will be displayed in our hallways for the rest of the school
year to help us remember God's faithfulness and our challenge of walking the
path of faith like our biblical heroes.
Crista Smidt

First Grade News
We were able to go to Oak Grove to see a new part of God's creation there and hear about how God
created animals to adapt to the different seasons. What a mighty God we serve!
In our new social studies curriculum we have been
learning about being a good citizen. We are citizens of
many different communities: our family, school, town,
and world. We talked about how God gave us the earth
and He wants us to help take care of it. One way we
were able to be a good citizen in our community was by
picking up garbage at Veteran’s Park. We are so blessed
to live in this world God created and we want to show
Him our thanks by taking care of it well.
Ardene Huisman
1st grade teacher

Camp Foster
Sixth graders were able to take their annual trip to Camp Foster on Wednesday,
September 23. After being postponed earlier, the day was bright and sunny as our
40 sixth graders, their teachers Mrs. Oordt and Mr. Hilbelink along with a few other
adults set off in two busses for the YMCA camp at Okoboji. One of our school
counselors, Mrs. Michelle, organized and led us in our day.
The mission of Camp Foster YMCA is “To put Christian principles into practice
through programs that build healthy spirit, mind and body for all.” Life skills
including decision making, cooperation, self-confidence, teamwork,
communication, and trust are taught through an experiential, Christian, educational
approach. Students participated in staff facilitated activities including archery,
horseback riding, zipline, the wall climb and others.
OCCS believes that this experience benefits our students in many ways. This trip
helped students learn and practice how to work together as the Body of Christ and
encourage others. Students were also able to recognize and gain confidence in the
abilities that God has given them as well as seeing God’s gifts in others.
Randy Hilbelink
6th grade homeroom teacher

New Teachers at OCCS
Miss Laura Joustra - 4th Grade Teacher
Q: Tell us about your family!
A: It's just me and my dog Watson. :) My parents live in Michigan, and I have siblings in Illinois,
Colorado, and Florida.
Q: Where did you grow up and go to school?
A: I grew up in Zeeland, MI, but lived in Prinsburg, MN for the last 11 years. I went to Holland
Christian High School, Calvin College for undergrad, Bethel University for grad school, and
Hamline University for a gifted education certificate.
Q: What were you doing before you came to OCCS this year?
A: I taught at Central Minnesota Christian School in Prinsburg, MN. I taught 3rd, 4th, and 5th
grades while there. I was also curriculum coordinator and the Destination Imagination
Coordinator there.
Q: What excites you the most about working at OCCS?
A: I am most excited about joining the OCCS family and being part of a group of people who
love their jobs, love God, and love on kids.

Mrs. Josie Vander Stoep - 3rd Grade Teacher
Q: Tell us about your family!
A: I am married to Tanner Vander Stoep.
Q: Where did you grow up and go to school?
A: I am from Sioux Center and attended Unity Christian High School. I then went on to Dordt
College for Elementary Education.
Q: What were you doing before you came to OCCS this year?
A: Before Orange City Christian, I taught 3rd grade at Sanborn Christian for 3 years.
Q: What excites you the most about working at OCCS?
A: At OCCS, I love the sense of family, community, and desire to serve Christ in all areas of life. I
am happy to be a part of a family that works together to raise up disciples for Christ.

Mrs. Shawn Zwart - Elementary Resource Teacher
Q: Tell us about your family!
A: I am married to Brad Zwart, a physical therapist and PT and OT Department manager at the
Orange City Hospital. I have 4 kids. Trevor is a sophomore at Dordt. Aubyn is a freshman at Dordt.
Kallie is in 7th grade and Madelyn is in 5th grade, both at OCCS.
Q: Where did you grow up and go to school?
A: I grew up in Orange City and went to OCCS and Unity. I graduated from Dordt with a BA in
Elementary and Special Education. Recently, I finished my early childhood with special education
endorsement at Northwestern.
Q: What were you doing before you came to OCCS this year?
A: Before coming to OCCS, I was teaching 4 year old preschool at the Orange City Daycare.
Q: What excites you the most about working at OCCS?
A: The things that excites me the most about working at OCCS are helping kids discover the abilities God has given them and
leading them to grow in all areas of life to be able to best fill the role God has for them in His story.

Tiger PAWS Update (formerly Monica)

In April, a survey regarding Monica was completed by 117 respondents. A task force was organized to review the survey
responses and brainstorm ways to move forward with areas that could be refreshed and refocused. Members of the task force
included: Tracy Cleveringa, Erin Driesen, Erin Emmelkamp, Karla Kroese, Kristin Mellema, Anita Nykamp, Justin Schrock and
Kyndara Woudstra. This group was excited about the feedback received in the surveys and finding ways to refocus Monica.
Knowing Monica would celebrate 100 years in 2021, we used survey results to look at where Monica came from, where it had
been, and what we hoped it would be moving forward.
The task force brought several recommendations to the Monica board, many that will continue to be considered and worked on
with specific committees, and also four recommendations that needed Monica board as well as OCCS board approval. Both the
Monica board and the OCCS board passed all four unanimously.
At the Society Meeting on Monday, September 21, attendees voted on those four recommendations: 1) new name - Tiger PAWS
(Parents and Advocates Willing to Serve), 2) updated mission, 3) updated vision and 4) updated bylaws, constitution and
policies. All four items were approved.
•

The new name had 80% approval.

•

The new mission and vision each had 92% approval.

•

Updated bylaws, constitution and policies had 97% approval.

We are excited to move forward as Tiger PAWS (Parents and Advocates Willing to Serve)! Thank you to those who attended the
society meeting. Our Tiger PAWS board will continue to review feedback and work to ensure our mission and vision are
fulfilled.
The Fall Frozen Pigs fundraiser exceeded our expectations by selling over 1500 dozen pig-in-the-blankets! This committee has
done an outstanding job with this new fundraiser. Thank you to committee members for your time, effort and positive energy to
make this fundraiser a success and continue to build our OCCS community. Thank you to all who purchased pigs and supported
OCCS in this way.
Cookie Walk has been cancelled this year due to 1) lack of location (Iowa State Bank remodeled) and 2) restrictions due to
COVID-19. We plan to evaluate our fall fundraisers in the spring.
Thank you for your continued prayers and support of Tiger PAWS. We look forward to a great year serving OCCS together!
Anita Nykamp
Tiger PAWS Board President

Sports Update
We are currently at the half way point of our sports season at OCCS.
This fall we have kids participating in a variety of sports including
OCCS Volleyball, Jr. Knights football and Jr. Knight cross county. We
are thankful that our student have been able to participate in these
activities.
Our volleyball teams have reached the half way point of their season.
Both our 7th and 8th grade teams have had a successful start to the
year. Our 8th graders are currently 6-0 while our 7th graders are 4-2.
Our teams are coached by Jenny Vogel, Maria Noteboom and Kyndara
Woudstra. We have a total of 18 eighth graders and 5 seventh graders
participating.
We also had a large group of 6th-8th graders participate in the Unity
Christian Fun Run event this September. OCCS was able to take home
quite a few medals at this event. Medals were awarded to the top 5
finishers in each heat and the top 10 closest predicted time. Melanie
Witt and Karlyn Brunst helped our runners prepare for this event.
Travis De Jong, Athletic Director

MEMORIALS
Delores De Boer
Margene G. Van Zanten
Sally De Groot

Board Report
September Checkbook Balance - $523,612.56
•
•

•

A COVID task force was created to give guidance during the pandemic. A School Operations Plan was created and
implemented in compliance with requirements necessary to begin the school year.
Fundraisers:
1. Fall Kickoff Fundraiser “Meal and Movie” was held outdoors on August 29 in place of the Fall Carnival and Fun Night.
The pulled pork meal and drive-in movie “Penguins of Madagascar” were a success. Thank you for your generous
support.
2. Ten Silage Piles were covered raising over $50,000. Thank you to those in the OCCS community who worked to cover the
piles as well as those who donated food and drink.
Phase I of the building Project Engage is almost complete. There is under $100,000 left to raise. Thank you for your continued
generosity and support as we work to complete this phase.

The annual Society Meeting was held on Monday, September 21.
• 109 members were in attendance; 6 absentee ballots were accepted.
• Retiring board members were Ethan Huizenga (At Large), Ryan Visser (Partner Society) and
Marlin Vollink (Calvary CRC). We sincerely appreciate the years of service each of them has
given to serving on the OCCS school board.
• New board members elected were Jennifer Elgersma (Calvary CRC), Dan Foreman (At Large)
and Steve Vis (Partner Society).
• Recognized for years of service at OCCS were Peggy Vander Meulen (10 years), Denise
Blankespoor and Jerry Goedhart (15 years), Sheryl Slegers and Diane Krommendyk (20 years),
Pat Ahrenholz and Linda Juhl (30 years), and Kim Starkenburg (35 years). Thank you for your
commitment to our school and serving it faithfully for so many years!
• Recognition of Retiring teachers: Michelle Boer: 33 years in 2nd, 3rd and 4th grades; Jackie
De Groot: 28 years as 4th grade and resource teacher; Linda Juhl: 30 years in 2nd grade.
• Enrollment for 2020-21 – 35 in two preschool programs; 294 in K-8 (decrease of 2 from last
year)
• Election of Board Officers and Committee Assignments: President – Bert Reinders, Vice
President – Luke Perry, Treasurer – Melanie Van Grouw, Secretary – Heather Hofmeyer, Vicar
– Brady Goslinga
• Committee Assignments: Education – Heather Hofmeyer and Luke Perry; Finance – Melanie
Van Grouw, Bert Reinders, and Brady Goslinga; Building - Dan Foreman and Steve Vis;
SHARE – Jamey Schiebout and Jennifer Elgersma.
• The new administrator evaluation process was explained. All parents and staff in the OCCS
community will receive a phone call from a board member once throughout the year allowing
the opportunity to have direct interaction. It will include a short conversation asking how things
are going at OCCS from your perspective and an opportunity to give feedback.
• MONICA presented information on changes being considered. A vote was taken on all four
points. All changes were passed.
1. New name - Tiger PAWS (Parents and Advocates Willing to Serve)
2. New (revised) mission - Tiger PAWS builds the OCCS community through prayer, service
and financial support.
3. New vision - Tiger PAWS vision is to provide prayer, service opportunities, and financial
support for our school because of our commitment to Christian education.
4. Updated bylaws and constitution

Retired Teachers

Michele Boer

Jackie De Groot

Respectfully Submitted, Heather Hofmeyer, board secretary

Staff Service awards (left to right):
Denise Blankespoor
Kim Starkenburg
Diane Krommendyk
Peggy Vander Meulen
Pat Ahrenholz
Sheryl Slegers
Not pictured: Jerry Goedhart

Linda Juhl

IMPORTANT DATES TO REMEMBER

TRIP News

October 23
October 28

The office is open at OCCS
for TRIP sales. You can
purchase TRIP on Monday,
Thursday, and Friday from
8:00am - 12:30pm and
Tuesday and Thursday from
8:00am - 3:30pm.

November 1
November 2
November 3
November 6
November 25
November 25
November 26 & 27
December 17
December 22
Dec. 23-Jan. 1
January 4
January 15

End of first quarter, 12:00 dismissal
8:30 chapel led by 2nd & 7th grades, no guests, Live
Stream available
Calvary CRC Joint Reformation Day service 5:00 pm
6th-8th Orchestra
1:30pm dismissal, 4:00-8:30 p.m. - P/T Conferences
1:30pm dismissal, 2:30-7:00 p.m. - P/T Conferences
No School
8:30 am - chapel led by 1st and 6th grades, no guests,
Live Stream available
12:00 dismissal
Thanksgiving Break, No School
8:30am - chapel led by support staff
12:00 p.m. dismissal
Christmas Break
Classes resume
End of second quarter, 12:00 dismissal

Shop with Scrip has an app
that you can load on your
phone. The app is called
RaiseRight Fundraising. If
you need help with your
login, contact Kim Vande
Zande in the office.

Staff Wish List 2020-21
Supporters of OCCS, it takes a lot of
resources to make a school run smoothly.
Budgets are tight and we work hard to
ensure that school dollars go as far as
possible. Most supplies used in the
classroom and around school are
budgeted. However there are resources
and items teachers would like to purchase
but they do not fit into this category. The
teachers and staff members have created a
“wish list”.
If any of you or someone you know
would like to give toward any of these
wish list items, you may send it in to the
office. We will then let the teacher know
and purchase the item immediately. You
can also give a portion of the cost of an
item. Then several people can donate
toward an item for a classroom.
Thank you for helping out in this way!

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION UNITS
Church Unit
Requested
for 2020-21
Calvary CRC
91,800.00
First CRC
77,400.00
Hospers CRC
12,600.00
Immanuel CRC
104,400.00
Living Water
63,000.00
Redeemer URC
48,600.00
Other Supporting Churches 3,600.00
Partner Society
105,000.00

Contribution
for 2019-20
27,961.35
12,448.82
0.00
10,719.41
40.00
4,085.00
1,800.00
30,424.37

Balance
Remaining
$63,838.65
64,951.18
12,600.00
93,680.59
62,960.00
44,515.00
1,800.00
74,575.63

