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BE THOU OUR VISION Orange City Christian School is a biblically-based community that partners 

with parents, educating hearts and minds to serve in Christ's Kingdom. 
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Thankful 
Happy Thanksgiving and Merry Christmas!  It is so good to be able to celebrate those incredible holidays together as a school 
community.  It won’t be long and we will be half way through this school year.  And we will say goodbye to 2020. 

Possibly, many of us can’t see the end of 2020 come fast enough.  Things do look very different than they did a year ago.  We 
experienced a range of emotions and reactions to those changes.  We agreed or disagreed with each other to varying degrees 
as the landscape of our lives changed in so many ways.  And while there are countless reasons to be negative about 2020, I 
would like to end the year explaining why I am Thankful for 2020. 

1 – School is open and students are occupying the hallways.  In my lifetime this has a certainty, like taxes.  The option of 
going to school has been completely the choice of the student or the student’s parents.  I remember my grandma, who lived 
through the Great Depression, talking about longing to go to school because it wasn’t an option for her.  I could never fully 
comprehend her sadness.  School was something I took for granted.  Well after this past spring, I can empathize with her a 
little bit more.  Having the energy of students in the school building is certainly reason to give thanks. 

2 – I have been given extra time to spend with my family.  At different points in my life this may have not been as significant.  
However, in 2020, my children are of the ages where our family doesn’t stop going and time to be together at home is 
difficult to come by.  Game night this spring was a staple at our house that never would have happened in 2019.  Time is 
certainly reason to give thanks. 

3 – COVID is gentle on children.  There is no doubt this virus has brought much suffering and pain to individuals and 
families.  And if, like so many other viruses, it would also cause significant hardship on children, it may make it too much to 
bear.  My world revolves around children.  To see them happy, healthy, and energetic through all of this (one can almost 
forget there is a pandemic while at school) does my heart good.  Safety for children is certainly reason to give thanks. 

4 – We have been forced to rethink how we do things.  The Dutchman in me wants to resist change.  Well, that doesn’t fly in 
2020.  There is almost nothing in 2020 that hasn’t had to adapt and change.  This can be fatiguing and challenging.  It also 
can in many ways be exciting and breathe new life into tired and well-used traditions, updating them and sometimes making 
them better.  New practices and fresh ideas are certainly reason to give thanks.   

This is just a short list of why I am thankful for 2020 and all its craziness.  I’m sure you can think of many other great reasons 
to give thanks.  And let’s not forget the biggest reason to give thanks.  God is still on His throne and our only help comes 
from the LORD.  That is certainly reason to give thanks. 

I want to wish each of you a Merry Christmas!  I love this season and all it stands for and reminds us of.  God sent his 
only begotten Son to earth to save us from our sins and to be Lord and Messiah over all our lives.  I pray you and 
your family have a blessed Christmas time together.    

Shalom, 
Jason Alons 
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Covenant Kids Preschool News 
Our preschool year is off to a great start! We are thankful to God that we can 
have in-person preschool and for the good health we have enjoyed so far 
this school year. And we have loved all the wonderful outdoor play time we 
have enjoyed during the late fall days God has provided for us! 

Preschool is a busy place (and messy and noisy often goes along with that)! 
While we learn a lot in our small groups about literacy and math concepts, 
we also learn a lot during our play time/choice time activities. We learn to 
problem solve, share, compromise, solve social problems, converse in a 
social way, and a lot of other skills that will serve us well through the rest of 
our lives. We express our creativity daily when we make all kinds of 
wonderful projects with the donations of paper, boxes, tubes, and all kinds 
of “good junk” that many of you drop off for us to use. Thank you for 
supporting us in this way. If you have any small boxes, paper towel tubes, or 
anything else that might be interesting, we will take it and repurpose it! 

Mrs. Blankespoor, Mrs Goslinga, and I consider it a blessing to get to spend 
our days with this age group. Their excitement for learning, the kindness and care they express to their classmates, and the 
questions and comments they bring up about God and His world are some of the best things a person could ever experience. 
Thanks for entrusting God’s wonderful 4 and 5 yeas olds to us for this year. We continue to appreciate all the support you give to 
us and to our students!    
Kim Starkenburg, Preschool Teacher

3rd Grade Communities 
The 3rd grade students in both Mrs. Vander Stoep and Mrs. Van Den 
Brink’s class have been involved in a large Social Studies unit on 
Communities.  This is a unit of focus during the months of October and 
November.  The students were able to study many aspects of a 
community such as goods, services, urban, rural, suburban, and being 
an entrepreneur!  Along with learning about what it takes to have a 
good community, the students were put to the task of building a 
community with various businesses and living areas.  We talked about 
how these businesses have to fill a variety of needs for a community.   

They worked in small groups to decide on a business, design a 
business, and put it all together using boxes and various types of 
“junk”!  Along with the partner lot, each student was able to develop 
their own lot in the residential area where our citizens live.  Finally the 
students wrote a small paragraph describing their part in the Central 
Business District or Industrial area which was put together as a video 
tour of our community!  Through this study the 3rd graders were able 
to give thanks to God for our own community and the blessing it is to 
live in a place were we can serve God together! 

Sheila Van Den Brink, 3rd grade teacher 

Sports Update 
This basketball season looks quite a bit different than it usually does. At this point in a typical season, our teams are making final 
preparations fo their first games. This season, our gym sits empty. Due to the rise of COVID cases, our basketball season has been 
suspended until December 10th. We are patiently (maybe not so patiently for some) waiting for this date to see if and when we are 
able to play basketball again.  

Travis De Jong, PE Teacher



 

TRIP

Tiger PAWS Update 
Chapel shirts -- For the past six years, Tiger PAWS has provided funds to purchase the chapel shirts for 
the staff and students at OCCS.  This is just one of the ways Tiger PAWS continues to support OCCS.  

This year continues to be challenging for everyone as adjustments are made to many gatherings, events 
and day-to-day life due to COVID-19 and restrictions set forth to slow its spread.  We continue to pray 
for God’s guidance, protection and direction for OCCS, its staff, students and families. 

As we look ahead to our winter and spring fundraisers, pray for our committees as they plan and consider 
ways to hold fundraisers.  Thank you for your continued prayers and support of Tiger PAWS! 

Anita Nykamp, Tiger PAWS Board President 

TRIP News 
The TRIP office is open and you can purchase TRIP on Monday, Thursday, and Friday from 8:00am - 
12:30pm and Tuesday and Wednesday from 8:00am - 3:30pm. The last time to purchase before 
Christmas will be Tuesday, December 22 before noon. 

Shop with Scrip has an app that you can load on your phone. The app is called RaiseRight Fundraising.  
There is also a new feature on the app called ‘Ship to Home’. There are a number of national businesses 
that participate in this option. There is a small fee to have them sent through the mail.  

The TRIP program is now accepting payments through Venmo.  You can scan the code to the left or 
search ‘OCCSTrip’. This is another payment option for physical cards. For eGift cards or reloadable 
cards, the preferred method of payment is still a bank account or a credit card.   

Kim Vande Zande, TRIP Coordinator

Supporters of OCCS, it takes a lot of 
resources to make a school run 
smoothly.  Budgets are tight and we 
work hard to ensure that school 
dollars go as far as possible.  Most 
supplies used in the classroom and 
around school are budgeted.  However 
there are resources and items teachers 
would like to purchase but they do not 
fit into this category.  The teachers 
and staff members have created a 
“wish list”.  

If any of you or someone you know 
would like to give toward any of these 
wish list items, you may send it in to 
the office.  We will then let the teacher 
know and purchase the item 
immediately.  You can also give a 
portion of the cost of an item.  Then 
several people can donate toward an 
item for a classroom.  

Thank you for helping out in this way! 

Staff Wish List 2020-21



IMPORTANT DATES TO REMEMBER  

December 17 5th-8th grade Christmas Concert, 7:00pm,   
 Northwestern College, limited audience, live   
 stream available 
December 22 8:30am - chapel led by support staff, live-   
 streamed 
December 22 12:00 p.m. dismissal 
Dec. 23-Jan. 1 Christmas Break 
January 4 Classes resume 
January 15 End of second quarter, 12:00 dismissal 
January 28 1:00pm chapel led by Kd. & 5th grades 
February 9 P/T Conferences for K-4, 2:00pm dismissal 
February 11 P/T Conferences for K-4 
February 12 No School  
February 15 No School - President’s Day

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION UNITS 
Church Unit Requested  Contribution            Balance 
 for 2020-21   for 2019-20          Remaining  
Calvary CRC $93,600.00 $45,961.35 $47,638.65 
First CRC 77,400.00 20,876.92 56,523.08 
Hospers CRC 12,600.00 4,200.00 8,400.00 
Immanuel CRC 104,400.00 31,919.41 72,480.59 
Living Water 63,000.00 17,344.80 45,655.20 
Redeemer URC 48,600.00 24,085.00 24,515.00 
Other Supporting Churches 3,600.00 3,600.00 0.00 
Partner Society 105,000.00 48,499.95 56,500.05

Board Report – December 2020 
  • November balance sheet - $437,861.55 
• Fundraising is almost complete for Phase I of Project Engage. We are so grateful for your donations and support as we 

celebrate God’s goodness throughout this project and the blessings it has been and will be for years to come.  
• A Strategic Planning Committee has been formed to look at updating the financing model that would best fit OCCS. 

Budgeting, tuition, fair share and fundraisers are being evaluated. 
• Various committees are working on action steps to be implemented as we complete the School Improvement Five-Year 

Plan based on our CSI accreditation. 
• The COVID task force continues to meet and advise the board based on changing recommendations. Please be in prayer 

for our leaders, parents, staff and students as we live out this pandemic together.   
• As you consider year-end giving, please also consider giving to NICSTO. It helps reduce tuition costs for many at OCCS. 

  If you have questions about NICSTO, please contact Mr. Alons. 
• Continued prayers for the board and its committees are appreciated. 

Faithfully submitted, 
Heather Hofmeyer, board secretary

MEMORIALS 

Samuel P. De Jong 
Marvin De Jong

Pay OCCS through Venmo 

OCCS is now accepting payments and donations through Venmo.  You can make a donation 
 to the building project or make a payment towards tuition.  Please include what the money  
is for in the description of the payment.   

Note:  This is a different Venmo account from TRIP which is mentioned on the previous page.   


