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What we Believe 
 
Our mission statement at OCCS 
is:  Orange City Christian School is a 
biblically-based community, partnering 
with parents to educate hearts and minds 
for service in Christ's kingdom.  It is a 
wonderful summary statement that guides 
what we do at school at all levels.  Most of 
you have seen this and some have been a 
part in creating it.  You are probably 
connected with our school because you 
believe in our mission and want your 
children/grandchildren to be educated 
accordingly. 
 
Many of you may not be aware of our 
Foundation Statement.  It is located in our 
parent handbook, but may not be 
something everyone has taken the time to 
read.  I have included it here and it states 
succinctly what we believe as a school.  It 
was adopted many years ago and gets 
reviewed regularly by the board. 
 
With the passage of Educational Savings 
Accounts, one question I get asked is if 
this gives the government the right to tell 
us what we can teach or change who we 
are.  I can say confidently it does 
not.  Having the funding go to parents 
instead of directly to our school makes all 
the difference.  We retain the right to 
educate our children and run our school 
according to our mission and foundation 
statements. 
 
This is an exciting time!   
Shalom, 

 
Jason Alons 
 

Orange City Christian provides academically sound, Scripturally-directed 
instruction to assist Christian parents in teaching their children to know God 
and His world, to develop godly character as Christ’s image bearers, and to 
acquire knowledge, skills, and values to fulfill their calling as His servants.  

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION UNITS 
Church Unit Requested  Contribution            Balance 
 for 2020-21   for 2020-21          Remaining  
Calvary CRC $110,100.00 $104,161.90 $5,938.10 
First CRC 80,700.00 55,888.59 24,811.41 
Hospers CRC 21,000.00 21,000.00 0.00 
Immanuel CRC 98,700.00 59,649.89 39,050.11 
Living Water 68,304.60 35,194.12 33,110.48 
Redeemer URC 54,600.00 54,600.00 0.00 
Other Supporting Churches 6,600.00 4,800.00 1,800.00 
Partner Society 197,400.00 114,135.02 83,264.98 
 

Tiger PAWS Update 
Has Spring Sprung in your home? 
 
Let’s face it, we are ready for Winter to finally be done.  All of the snow, the cold, the 
blowing wind, the late starts, the snow days, the…. well, you get the drift (sorry, too 
soon?).  We are all longing for Spring.  A newness that brings warmth, new 
opportunities, outside activities, and new growth.  Yet, in the midst of this newness, we 
are still as people and families going 100 miles an hour in 100 different directions.  It is 
easy to get distracted and overwhelmed with all of the details though.  We must not let 
these distractions take us away from recognizing and enjoying the hope that is to be 
found. 
 
Hebrews 12:1 compares the Christian life to running a race … “let us throw off 
everything that hinders and the sin that so easily entangles. And let us run with 
perseverance the race marked out for us.” Now this race is a marathon and it requires 
daily discipline and perseverance. 
 
The best runners are the ones that can regulate their breathing.  So today, just 
breathe!  Community building is not to be confused with community busyness.  We are 
excited with Spring as we begin to work on Tulip Festival roles.  Let us focus on the 
end goal, not the immediate tasks.  There is great joy to be found.  What a great 
opportunity to connect and build up a good stride together.  Take in the joy of the Lord 
and look to the hope of Spring.  There is DEEP reason why Easter, the season of 
ultimate hope, is embedded in this time of year.  Look to the newness around you and 
you might just see the newness that Christ is doing within you! 
 
Vicki Schrock, Tiger PAWS Board President 
 

TRIP News 
 
New Trip Business: Literary Dairy located at 125 
Central Ave NE and 2nd Ave NE in Orange City 
has joined our TRIP program giving a generous 
10% on the purchase of gift cards. Physical cards 
are being offered and can be bought in $10 
increments. Literary Dairy is open Mon-Wed 11 - 
5, and Thurs-Sat 11-8. Check out their website 
www.literarydairy.com and enjoy lunch, supper 
and some ice cream!  
 

MEMORIALS 
 

Geraldine Vande Vegte 
Josh Beltman 

Shirley Beltman 



 
  Board Report – March 2023 

  
February balance sheet: $1,852,537.06 
 

Contracts have been signed and returned. 
 

The board approved a 4% increase in staff salaries for 
the upcoming budget year.  
 

The board met with representatives from our supporting 
churches on March 6 to discuss the new ESA legislation 
and fairshare. We are encouraged by the partnership we 
have with the supporting churches as we work together 
to educate our youth.  
 

On Monday, April 17, at 7:00 p.m., we invite all parents 
of current and prospective students to a meeting in the 
gym to discuss the new ESA legislation and how it can 
impact families at OCCS. 
 

Thank you for your continued prayers for wisdom and 
discernment as decisions are made concerning OCCS. 
 

Faithfully submitted, Jen Elgersma, Board Secretary 
 

Third Grade Update 
 

3rd graders have been learning about immigration and how many 
of their ancestors got to America. To help students experience and 
understand what this was like, they got to go through 
an Ellis Island simulation. The students created passports that were 
passed and signed by Mrs. Hellinga in the "Interview Room." The 
students had to pretend like they were from a different country and 
were going to immigrate to America to look for a better life that 
involved religious freedom and better jobs. Additionally, they went 
through other stations such as the following: 
1. The Baggage Room- Mr. Alons checked their bags. 
2. The Medical Room- Mrs. Zeutenhorst checked their throat, took 
their temperature, checked their skin, and checked their eyes. 
3. The Deportation/Detainee Room- This was where the students 
had to go for medical or legal reasons. If they did not pass either 
of these for any reason, they would either be sent back to their own 
country or kept in quarantine.  
Obviously, this does not compare to what the actual immigrants 
went through, but the 3rd graders got a little taste of what it was 
like. 
Thank you to Mrs. Hellinga, Mrs. Zeutenhorst, and Mr. Alons for 
helping us out!       - Josie Vander Stoep, 3rd Grade Teacher 

IMPORTANT DATES TO REMEMBER  
April 4 1:20pm - Chapel led by Kindergarten & 5th grades 
April 6-10 Easter Break - no school 
April 17 7:00pm - ESA Parent meeting at OCCS in the gym 
April 19 12:30pm - Unity track meet 
April 20 Covenant Kids Preschool - Grandparent Day 
April 20 7:00pm - K-4 musical at OCCS 
April 21 9:30am - K-4 musical at OCCS 
 K-8 Grandparent Day, 12:00 dismissal 
April 25 6-8 Solo/Ensemble event at Sioux Center Christian School 
May 3 Western Track Meet 
May 9 Northwestern Track Meet 
May 9 7:00pm - Strings Night at OCCS 
May 17 Sioux Center Track Meet 
May 18 11:30 dismissal - Tulip Festival, OCCS Tiger marching band  
May 19 No School - Tulip Festival, OCCS Tiger marching  
May 22  7:00pm - Hymn of the Month Program at First Reformed Church 
May 25 Last Day - 12:00 dismissal; 7:00pm – 8th grade graduation 
June 6 Pick up report cards from OCCS office 
July 4 OCCS office closed for observation of the 4th of July holiday 
July 17-28 School closed, no TRIP sales 
 

Staff Wish List 
 



 
  
 
 
 
  

Middle School Concentrated Studies: West Africa 
 
The third week of February was Concentrated Studies 
week in the middle school. Each year, teachers choose 
and plan activities for a country of study. Students spend 
the week in teams of 5th-8th graders, moving from 
teacher to teacher and learning about life in another 
country. 
 
This year, students had the opportunity to learn about 
seven different countries as they studied the region of 
West Africa. Seven classrooms were used to represent 
the seven different countries: Guinea, Sierra Leone, 
Liberia, Ivory Coast, Ghana, Nigeria, and Niger. 
Students learned about topics such as the education, 
wildlife, geography, history, holidays, arts, and 
languages of the region. They also learned about the 
struggles that many of the people face due to poverty in 
the area. A highlight of the week was learning more 
about the ministry of One Body, One Hope in Liberia. 
Students had the opportunity to bless One Body, One 
Hope by donating shoes for the children this ministry 
serves. The week ended with a taste test of West African 
foods and the movie, Queen of Katwe, which helped the 
students further understand life and culture in Africa.  
 
Throughout the week, students also worked on a 
booklet, recording what they learned through writing and 
pictures. The booklet ends with a letter highlighting what 
they learned and appreciated most about West Africa. 
Although snow days cut the week short this year, 
Concentrated Studies provided a nice break from routine 
and time to build community within the middle school. It 
also allowed the middle school to celebrate the beauty 
and variety of God’s world and the people he has placed 
in it.  
 
Karlyn Brunst, Middle School Teacher 
 
 

Sports Update 
 
Our final athletic season of the year is off and running. Our Junior High 
students have a few soccer and track practices under their belt. 
Practices have been moved inside for the time being as we wait 
patiently for the snow to melt. We look forward to warm weather and a 
dry soccer field.  
 
This year our track teams are again coached by Melanie Witt and 
Karlyn Brunst. Kinsey Schiebout is also helping out with our high 
jumpers. We will participate in four track meets this year: Unity 
Christian, Western Christian, Northwestern College, and Sioux Center 
Christian will all host a meet for us. We currently have 19 girls and 25 
boys participating in track. We look forward to our meets to show off 
how much we have been working. 
 
Our boys soccer team is coached by a committee of dads, Travis De 
Jong, Wade Huisman and Phil Elgersma, while our girls are coached 
by Jordan Helming. We have 22 girls and 28 boys participating this 
spring. We are excited about our numbers this year; we love to see 
the kids going out for sports. We are also excited to be able host 
soccer games on our new soccer field this spring. We were held off of 
it all of last spring while the grass matured. We are anxiously waiting 
to be able to use it this spring.  
 
Travis De Jong, Athletic Director 
 

Kindergarten Update 
 
  Good morning! How would you like to say hello today?  This is heard 
by the doors of the kindergarten rooms as the classes arrive. Some 
choices for us are: hug, high five, salute, pinky shake, fist bump, and 
wave.  It is a nice personal way to greet each other and get an 
emotional read on how each child is doing. 
   God has blessed us with a class of 27 this year, along with paras 
Mrs. De Groot, and Mrs. Kooiker. Kindergarten is a busy place! We 
learn about and worship God each day as we read, use our bodies, 
memorize His words, do math, learn about His creatures, observe 
weather, volcano eruptions, life cycles, and listen to Bible stories. 
Recently we celebrated 100 days of school. We dressed like we were 
100 years old, and even had wheelchair races! 
  This year at OCCS, we are learning about what Jesus teaches in the 
Beatitudes. On April 4, it will be our opportunity to lead chapel with our 
5th grade Big Friends, as we demonstrate being peacemakers!  We 
also look forward to having a Q and U wedding, meeting Mrs. Wolf’s 
baby, singing in Camp Wallaballa, and having grandparents visit.  We 
will see God’s beautiful nature, in the Prairie Woods Nature Center in 
May to wrap up our science unit on worms, fish, isopods, and birds. 
  Hopefully you have enjoyed a peek into our classrooms.  Please pray 
for us as we learn and grow as God’s children!     

        Mrs. Slegers & Mrs.Wolf, Kindergarten Teachers 
 

Art Award 
 
Congratulations to 7th 
grader, Autumn Kroeze! 
Her artwork was chosen to 
be part of an exhibit at the 
Sioux City Art Center 
during the month of March 
in honor of Youth Art 
Month. Her mixed media 
abstract, “The Wheel” took 
1st place in the 7th grade 
division. 
Sue Siemonsma, Art 
Teacher 



History Day 2023 
 
The seventh and eighth graders at Orange City Christian 
School have participated again this year in a nationwide project 
called National History Day.  The target of this project is to give 
students opportunities at researching, compiling, analyzing, and 
presenting information about a specific topic of their own 
choosing.  Each project also needed to relate to a theme which 
this year was: Frontiers in History: People, Places, Ideas.  Our 
classes began work in September and culminated their work on 
Thursday and Friday, March 2 and 3 with presentations before 
a pair of judges.  Students were also able to share their work 
with parents and friends on Tuesday night, March 14 after the 
band concert. Many thanks to our volunteer judges for their 
time and encouragement.  Our judges this year were: Pastor 
Jeremy Van Genderen, Cody Haarskamp, Judy Hilbelink, Collin 
Volkers, Bob De Haan, Rebecca Korselman, Michelle Boer, 
and Kari Bousema, While all of the students worked very hard 
on their projects, the following 11 groups were chosen to go on 
to the Regional History Day competition at Northwestern 
College on March 14. 
 
Group Exhibits (8): 
We Can Do It! Kaylee Dykstra and Ayva Van Schouwern 
Journey to Freedom - Sienna Rosenboom and Celeste Van 
Kley  
Death Sentence - Emily Oordt and Lauren Noteboom 
Unsinkable Ship - Kira Schrock, Mia Beukelman, and Joslyn 
Vis  
Flying High - Miya Schrock and Haley Schuller 
Atomic Bomb - Kaden De Weerd and Deacon Vogel 
Anne Frank - Ava Klemme and Morgan Cleveringa 
Attack on Pearl Harbor - Olivia Bootsma, Autumn Kroese, and 
Addie Huizenga 
The Stupendous Spy-Virginia Hall! Meraya Dittman and 
Cambrie Vis 
 
Group Website: 
Titanic -Greyson Moret, Gage De Groot, and Leyton Woudstra 
 
Individual performance: 
Rolling Through History-How Skateboarding Changed the 
World-David Taylor 
 
Two of these projects qualified for the Iowa State History Day 
competition in Des Moines on April 24: David Taylor for 
Individual Performance and Meraya Dittman and Cambrie Vis 
for their group exhibit. 
 
Randy Hilbelink, Social Studies teacher 

  
 

Artist in the School 
 
Our K-8th grade AIS (Artist in Schools) team brought author 
and illustrator Joe and Katie Hox to OCCS in January for a few 
days. Our students' first contact with Joe and Kate was a 40-
minute assembly. A highlight of this gathering was while Kate 
read one of the devotions from their book, "Who is Jesus," Joe 
developed an illustration before students' eyes—even the 
kindergarten students stayed engaged as the image 
effortlessly produced on the whiteboard. The book they 
referred to was their first published book together. Joe shared 
the journey that ultimately led him to his dream of becoming an 
illustrator. Students could realize that God did not provide this 
opportunity to illustrate right away in his career. 
     In art classes, Joe shared a detailed process for becoming 
an illustrator. He talked of the highs and lows of the work of an 
illustrator. During his presentations, Joe would draw and 
illustrate on the whiteboard. His interactions with students were 
kind and engaging. Students loved to see his drawings 
develop. They would guess what the subject might be. "How 
do you do that?" His response would often be, "Many years of 
practice.” Joe had the younger students work on character 
drawings. The middle school students formulated a symbol for 
a parable of their choice, then transferred their pictures onto a 
safety cut block or styrofoam plate. Next, they used a woodcut 
process to carve into the surface of the safety cut or styrofoam. 
They covered the surface leaving ink on the flat surface but not 
in the non-printing areas. They were able to take these and 
transfer the ink into a print. Our time was cut short due to a 
snowstorm, but Joe encouraged older students with artistic 
interests in our online sessions. He was very interested in 
helping them if they were interested in art as a future career. 
     In middle school writing classes, Kate explored how she 
wrote her devotional book, Who is Jesus? She explained ways 
she has found helpful while paraphrasing and retelling the 
Bible stories in the book. The students then had the 
opportunity to write their retelling of parables found in the 
gospels. Kate gave advice and encouragement to middle 
school students while writing. She nurtured their desire to learn 
to write well. 
     God gifts each of us with unique abilities. His gifts to Joe 
and Katie are evident! We enjoyed working with artists that 
modeled how Christian faith and work are applied to their lives 
and could apply to ours. Our students could experience the 
real-world work of author and illustrator Joe and Kate Hox. 
They left affirming for students that gifts and talents that God 
instills can develop with time and practice. 
 
Mrs. Witt, 4th Grade Teacher 



ESA - Educational Savings Accounts - This is NOT a voucher!   
     You have probably heard about this bill as it is moved very quickly through the Iowa state house and signed by the Governor into law 
on January 24.  It is certainly historic in its scope.  It will benefit so many families.  We support this bill fully and look forward to 
implementing it. The Heart of the Bill - Parents who choose to enroll their children in a nonpublic school will receive the amount of per 
pupil funds allocated annually by the state to use for tuition, fees, and other qualified expenses. Funds are deposited into an education 
savings account (ESA) each year until students graduate or complete high school or turn 20. Effective for the 2023-24 school year, per 
pupil funding will be $7,598 per student, and ESAs will be available based on the following eligibility: 
Year 1: School Year 2023-24 
All kindergarten students 
All public school students who choose to go to the Christian school 
Christian school students with a household income at or below 300% federal poverty level.  
Year 2: School Year 2024-25 
All kindergarten students 
All public school students who choose to go to the Christian school 
Christian school students with a household income at or below 400% federal poverty level.   
Year 3: School Year 2025-26 
All K-12 students in Iowa regardless of income 
Common myths about ESAs. 
Myth Number 1:  Educational choice programs drain resources from an already underfunded public school system.  (“Public 
dollars for public schools.”) 
-Extensive research has shown this to be false.  In areas around the country where large school choice initiatives are in place, public 
schools fiscally benefited or had no change.  We would not support a plan that hurt our local public school.  Public dollars should go to 
benefit all the people, not public institutions. 
Myth Number 2:  Educational Choice will leave the most disadvantaged and difficult-to-educate students in the public school 
system. 
-Again research has shown this to be false.  In fact the opposite is true.  No educational institution can fit the needs of every 
student.  School choice gives more parents an option.  Those who are most disadvantaged feel the most trapped without a school choice 
option. 
Myth Number 3:  Private schools are unaccountable. 
-This myth offends me the most.  We are an accredited school, meaning Christian Schools International, an approved agency by the state 
of Iowa, provides our accreditation.  In my experience, their accreditation process is far more meaningful and rigorous than the process 
from the state.  And above that we are accountable to parents.  Our parents have every right to leave if they are not satisfied with what is 
happening.  That is often not true with public schools. 
Myth Number 4:  Educational Choice violates the principle of Separation of Church and State. 
-This is quickly becoming an obsolete argument as courts, including the Supreme Court, rule in favor of educational choice programs.  
Myth Number 5:  Inequity grows because private schools don’t have to take everyone. 
-Having a public school that does accept all students within their district is a strength of public schools and why we support that mission 
of public schools.  But not every teacher, classroom, or even building of every public school has to take every child.  And it is misleading 
to say that just because a public school is “taking” every child, that child or family is having its needs met. 
Myth Number 6:  Iowa already gives private schools millions of dollars. 
-First, Iowa doesn’t give private schools any money directly.  All dollars come through public agencies and are done so as a way to 
benefit every child in Iowa.  An ESA could be seen as an extension of what is already there.  Iowa offers a small tax credit for educational 
expenses that is often referenced in this myth.  The fact is 70% of that money goes to public school families for different educational 
expenses. 
Myth Number 7:  Iowans don’t support educational choice programs. 
-That is completely false.  The recent elections in Iowa are evidence that this is an important issue that Iowans are 
willing to vote for.  Candidates who support school choice have been getting elected.  And surveys to Iowans 
which define school choice accurately show ⅔ of Iowans support it. 
Myth Number 8: School choice programs come with “strings attached.” 
-There is nothing in this bill that mandates we do anything to jeopardize or weaken our mission.  The fact that the money goes directly to 
parents and not to our school is another layer of protection from any “strings”. 
Myth Number 9: Any expansion of school choice will hurt rural schools. 
-There has never been any evidence that school choice programs hurt public schools, rural or urban.  Like I said earlier, the evidence is 
really the opposite.  Giving parents a choice means the families in public schools have also chosen to be there.  That makes for stronger 
public schools and better student outcomes. 
Myth Number 10: Iowa already has school choice. 
-Often this comes with people listing all our school choice options.  It is correct that options exist.  However, just because something 
exists does not mean it is accessible.  A 2023 Corvette exists, that doesn’t mean it is an option I will be able to put in my garage.  We need 
to make all school options available to as many people as possible. 
     This is just my summary of answers.  I reference an Iowa Association of Christian Schools article.  If you would like to read more, 
please go to their website and read more in-depth answers to these myths.  http://www.iowachristianschools.org/school-choice-myths-in-
iowa/  
 



 
 THIS WE BELIEVE:  THE FOUNDATION STATEMENT FOR OCCS 

 
Orange City Christian School was established by Christian believers who subscribe to the teachings of the Bible as expressed in the 
Reformed confessions -- specifically the Belgic confession, the Heidelberg Catechism, and the Canons of Dordt.  We believe the 
following Biblical teachings have direct application for the way in which schools are organized and children are educated. 
 
Parents. We believe that parents have the primary responsibility to educate their children.  Parents carry out part of that duty by 
establishing Christian schools and hiring Christian teachers who have been trained to set goals and establish curricula that will best 
prepare pupils to live the Christian life.  Because parents and their children are part of a broader Christian community, the entire Christian 
community helps the parents in this task by supporting the school with their generous gifts of time, money, and prayer. 

Deuteronomy 6:6-7a, Proverbs 22:6, Romans 12:5 
 

Children.   We believe that because each child was made in the image of God, a child's complete education requires a school which 
nurtures that child in understanding his or her own privilege and responsibility as a disciple of Jesus Christ. 

Romans 12:1, Proverbs 1:7, Matthew 28: 19-20a 
 

Marriage and Family.  We believe that God created the family as an example of His love and the structure within which to raise 
children.  God has wonderfully and immutably created two distinct and complementary genders, male and female.  Marriage is the uniting 
of one man and one woman in a single, exclusive union.  Sexual immorality (including, but not limited to, adultery, fornication, 
cohabitation, homosexual behavior, bisexual conduct, bestiality, incest, and pornography use) are realities of our world even though they 
are not God’s intention for His world or His people.  We reject any teaching that encourages those practices and lifestyles as not in 
accordance with our beliefs or God’s desires. 

Genesis 1:27, Genesis 2:23-24, 1 Cor. 7:2-4, Hebrews 13:4 
 

Sanctity of Life.  We believe that life begins at conception.  We hold that all human life is sacred and all humans are image bearers of 
God.  Therefore, we believe we are called to protect in love, from conception on, all human life physically, mentally, and emotionally. 
 Jeremiah 1:5a, Psalm 139:13-16, Romans 12:10 
 
Sin.  We believe that sin distorts all knowledge and understanding of God, self, our fellow human beings, and creation itself.  An effective 
education acknowledges our sinful disobedience, reveals the effects of that sin, and seeks to redirect thoughts and lives in obedience and 
service to God. 

Romans 1:21, Ephesians 4:18, Romans 12:2a 
 

God.  We believe that because God created all things and sent his Son to redeem all things, we cannot properly study this world without 
acknowledging Jesus Christ as the Lord of all creation and his Holy Spirit as the source of all wisdom. 

Genesis 1:1, John 3:16a, Colossians 1:17, I Corinthians 2:12 
 

Revelation.   We believe that only God's perfect Word, the Bible, provides a reliable point of view from which we can learn to see God 
and His world clearly, to understand our place in His world properly, and to begin to follow His guidance faithfully in every part of our 
lives. 

II Timothy 3: 16-17, Psalm 111:10, James 3:17 
 

Covenant.  We believe that children of Christian parents are included in God's covenant with his people.  Therefore, these children of 
God deserve an educational environment which treats them with the love, care, and respect due members of God's family. 

Genesis 17:7, Acts 2:39, Mark 10:16 
 

Kingdom.   We believe that Jesus Christ has been raised from the dead and placed at God's right hand as Lord of lords and King of 
kings.  Therefore, all education must be dedicated to Jesus Christ as Lord and committed to training children as citizens of his everlasting 
kingdom. 

Revelation 17:14, I Peter 2:9, I Corinthians 15:24-25 
 

Because of these beliefs, we seek to transform all activities and studies into an expression of biblical wisdom.  True wisdom comes only 
through Christ, God's Son.  Christians see and acknowledge the comprehensive principle for life given in Colossians 2:3 where it is said 
about our Lord, "In Him are all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge hidden."  Therefore, the Living Word is the integrating factor for 
all of our lives as we train children to walk as disciples of Jesus Christ.  


