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Orange City Christian provides academically sound, Scripturally-directed 
instruction to assist Christian parents in teaching their children to know God 
and His world, to develop godly character as Christ’s image bearers, and to 
acquire knowledge, skills, and values to fulfill their calling as His servants.  

BE THOU OUR VISION   

Oct/ 
Nov 
2022 

Hunger for Righteousness 
I love Thanksgiving.  I’m sure part of 
that love is because it is the beginning of 
the holiday season.  Thanksgiving is a 
very special holiday for me because I 
am able to get together with family and 
friends to Thank God for His 
faithfulness and provision this past 
year.  And getting together around great 
food is definitely a bonus. 
 

This month our theme verse is Matthew 
5:6 “Blessed are those who hunger and 
thirst for righteousness for they will be 
filled...”  It feels fitting that we look at 
this verse during the month where the 
holiday eating season kicks off.   
 

Different from the wonderful physical 
food we enjoy during this time, 
hungering and thirsting for 
righteousness is all about sanctification 
and growing our Christian walk.  Jesus 
teaches us in	Matthew 4:4, quoting from 
Deuteronomy 8:3, “‘Man shall not live 
on bread alone, but on every word that 
comes from the mouth of God.’”  The 
word of God is the bread that fills us 
up.   
 

Jesus, the word made flesh, calls 
Himself the Bread of Life and Living 
Water in John 6:35 and 7:38 
respectively.  He was the perfect 
example of righteousness, and He paid 
for our sins with His righteousness.   
 

As Christians, our desire is to hunger for 
God’s word and Christ’s example as we 
strive for righteousness.  At OCCS, our 
desire is to help our students get that in 
everything we do.  It is a blessing to 
partner with you in this.  Have a blessed 
holiday season with your family. 
 

Shalom, Jason Alons 
 
 

IMPORTANT DATES TO REMEMBER   
 
November 23          Chapel led by 1st & 6th grades at 11 AM  
November 23          12:00 dismissal 
November 24 & 25        Thanksgiving Break, No School 
December 12  7:00pm, Christmas Concert for grades 5-8, OCCS 
December 21  12:00 p.m. dismissal 
Dec. 22-Jan. 2  Christmas Break 
January 3   Classes resume 
January 13   End of second quarter, 12:00 dismissal 
January 25   Chapel led by 3rd & 8th grades 
February 9   Tiger PAWS Soup Supper 
February 14 & 16          P/T Conferences 
February 17  No School 
February 20  Presidents’ Day - No School 
February 28   Chapel led by PS & 4th grades 
 
 CHRISTIAN EDUCATION UNITS 
    Requested  Contribution      Balance 
Church Unit   for 2022-23 for 2022-23       Remaining  
Calvary CRC   $110,100.00 $45,625.87 $64,474.13 
First CRC   80,700.00 21,426.49 59,273.51 
Hospers CRC   21,000.00 7,106.32 13,893.68 
Immanuel CRC   98,700.00 19,849.06 78,850.94 
Living Water   71,400.00 17,157.33 54,242.67 
Redeemer URC   54,600.00 54,600.00 0.00 
Other Supporting Churches 16,800.00 3,000.00 13,800.00 
Partner Society   195,300.00 56,540.02 138,759.98 
 Board Report – December 2022 

Members of the board participated in the first ever board retreat at The Triple 
Box on November 4. Dr. Tim Van Soelen led a good discussion about 
Educational Savings Accounts and various policy items. We also took time to 
review committee policies and discussed some long-term planning items. 
 

Fundraising for the Phase 23 building project is underway. We are grateful to 
those who have attended our fundraising events and have submitted pledge cards. 
If you have not yet had a chance to submit a pledge card and wish to do so, please 
stop at the office to pick one up. Your support of this project is appreciated as we 
look to fulfill the current and future needs of the school.  
 

As you consider year-end giving, please also consider giving to NICSTO. It helps 
reduce tuition costs for many at OCCS and provides a great tax benefit to donors. 
If you have questions about NICSTO, please contact Mr. Alons. 
 

Continued prayers for the board and its committees are appreciated. 
 

Faithfully submitted, Jen Elgersma, board secretary 
 



 
  

Tiger Paws News: 
Volunteer: a person who freely offers to take 
part in an enterprise or undertake a task.  As a 
parent and/or advocate at OCCS there is an 
opportunity to volunteer each year.  The 
opportunity might arise when you least expect 
it.  It could be in the form or helping out in the 
classroom.  It might be during a fundraiser that 
happens each year.  The moment might be 
with a chapel or even in a special event that 
springs up at a short notice.  One of the JOYS 
we have as a PAWS member (Parent or 
Advocate) is to volunteer.  When we step up 
and say “it would be my pleasure to serve”, we 
not only help out a teacher or the school, we 
not only set an example for our own children 
what it means to serve, but it  
allows us to grow closer to the heart of God: 
finding joy in blessing others!  When we 
volunteer in ways that we might not otherwise 
volunteer, we are stretched, and we grow.  Be 
on the lookout for new ways to volunteer to 
bless the school, the staff, the students, and the 
community of OCCS. – Vicki Schrock,  
                                                          President 
 
Sports Update 
Basketball season is upon us at OCCS. 
Practice started November 7th so we are still 
pretty early in the year. The kids are excited 
and are working hard to prepare for their first 
game in December.  
 
This year we have really good numbers once 
again with 46 boys and girls participating in 
basketball. As I have watched a few practices, 
I think we will have a fun year of basketball. 
We have a great group of kids playing and 
some fun coaches working hard with them. 
 
This year we will see some new faces on the 
sidelines coaching our teams. Our 7th grade 
girls are coached by Bri Kleinwolterink and 
our 8th grade girls are coached by Sutton 
Schlumbohm. Our 7th grade boys are coached 
by Parker Fryar while our 8th graders are 
coached by our only returning coach, Blake 
Anderson. All four of our coaches come to us 
from Northwestern College and have done a 
really good job so far and our kids are loving 
them.  

-Travis De Jong, Athletic Director 
 

Pastors’ Day 
October 25 was an exciting day at OCCS!  We welcomed about 2 dozen 
pastors and church leaders to our school.  The students, Pre-k through 8th 
grade, love seeing their pastors at school.  There is an energy you have to 
experience to understand.  We started welcoming the pastors at 10:00 for 
some classroom time focused in the middle school.  This is where the 
pastors can come in and do some different activities with the 
students.  The students get to show off what they are learning.  It is fun to 
see the pastors interact with the kids.  Then we had lunch where we 
divided into churches and the pastors got to eat with all the students from 
their church.  It was so much fun to see the church leaders surrounded by 
kids of all ages, talking and eating.  Some really great connections and 
memories were made then.  After lunch there was more time to visit 
classes.  This time was focused more on the elementary ages.  It was a 
memorable day for everyone.  Thanks Pastors and leaders for all you do! 
 
 
 Fourth Grade Update  
W ith so much to do, where do we start? 
H ow about our homework? That’ll make us smart. 
A nd then there’s Accelerated Reader. We have to earn points. 
T hough it hasn’t happened yet, we will learn about human joints.  
 

H oning on our math facts, now that is always helpful. 
A nd learning long division, there’s never a math lull. 
P reschool partners, we can help; oh, what a treat! 
P laying in the Fourth-grade orchestra can’t be beat! 
E njoying ecosystems, pond life, and a field trip in the sun. 
N ot to mention growing plants, science keeps us on the run.  
S o now we’re studying crayfish, which are a lot of fun.  
 

I mportant service projects like sorting pop cans and cleaning tables.  
N ot to mention visiting Landsmeer residents to sing and read fables.  
 

F or grammar, we tackle the parts of speech, which sometimes can be 
tricky. 
O ur drafts, edits, & final writing pieces take time; plus, the teacher 
can be picky.  
U ncovering the lives of Judges and Kings in the Bible gave us plenty 
to ponder.  
R elying on our daily devotions gives us many reasons to grow 
spiritually fonder.  
T ime spent reading Little House in the Big Woods brought a lot of 
curiosity. 
H earing about the Herdmans (in a novel) will teach us not to hold 
animosity.  
 

G overnment, politics, and presidents, too, Social Studies put us in the 
know.  
R ights and responsibilities of a citizen everybody needs to sow. 
A great way to end our day is learning Keyboarding skills to type. 
D oing our best earns reward parties, which attract a lot of hype.  
E very day in fourth grade is a bustling place; we must all do our part. 
? Will we apply what we have learned to our fourth-grade heart? 
 
                               Submitted by Melanie Witt Fourth Grade Teacher  
 
 



 

Second graders are busy preparing for 
Thanksgiving. Here are some of the 
things we are thankful for at OCCS. 
 
T-Teachers who teach us (especially TWO 
     Mrs. Notebooms) 
H-Helpful friends 
A-America and the freedoms that we have  
    (Christian School) 
N- Nice people who help learn and grow 
K- Kindergarteners and all other students at 
     OCCS 
F- Faith that teaches us to live more like Christ 
U- Ukrainian students at our school and 
     learning about other cultures 
L- Lunches that are delicious that our Lunch  
     Ladies serve us each day 
 
 

Orchestra News 
Six OCCS 8th grade Orchestra students have been selected 
into the Symphony Strings of the Iowa Junior Honors String 
Orchestra Festival! They will be joining other talented 
string players from across the state, spending one day of 
intense rehearsals culminating with a festival concert. The 
Conductor of the Symphony Strings will be Dr. Daniel 
Baldwin and the concert will be held at Fisher Theatre on 
the Iowa State Campus.  Accepted are Drew Noteboom, 
Kaylee Dykstra, Emily Oordt, Joslyn Vis, Haley Schuller, 
and Celeste Van Kley.  Congratulations to these students! 
                                             – Dixie Wielenga, Orchestra 
 
 

Honor Band  
Thirteen students from Orange City Christian School 
were selected to participate in the 55th annual Northwest 
Iowa Junior High Honor Band festival which took place 
on Saturday, November 5, in Sioux Center. They 
rehearsed during the day and then performed in a concert 
at 4:30 pm. Students from OCCS that participated 
include (front l to r): Karli Noteboom, Sarah Nyenhuis, 
Cambrie Vis, Ava Klemme, Addison Huizenga, Lindsey 
De Groot. Back row: Anne Cooley, Emily Oordt, Joslyn 
Vis, Lauren Noteboom, Drew Noteboom, Ben Philipsen, 
and Arielle Moreau. These students did a great job of 
representing OCCS at the festival!        
                                – Kim Huizenga, Band Director 
 
 

Honor Choir 
Fourteen 7th and 8th graders headed to Storm Lake on 
November 1 to represent OCCS at the Northwest Iowa Honor 
Choir Festival. The students spent the afternoon rehearsing and 
then performed in a concert at 6:30. It was a great day of making 
music! Students that participated from OCCS include: Skyler 
Altemeier, Ryder Bebb, Lane Coulander, Trenton De Groot, 
Kaylee Dykstra, Trillian Kamp, Autumn Kroeze, Arielle 
Moreau, Karli Noteboom, Sarah Nyenhuis, Ben Philipsen, Kira 
Schrock, Miya Schrock, and Ayva Van Schouwen.   
                                                  – Kim Huizenga, Choir Director  
 
 
 


