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Orange City Christian provides academically sound, Scripturally-directed 
instruction to assist Christian parents in teaching their children to know God 
and His world, to develop godly character as Christ’s image bearers, and to 
acquire knowledge, skills, and values to fulfill their calling as His servants.  

BE THOU OUR VISION   

Dec ‘22 
January 
2023 

Mercy 
The	theme	verse	for	January	is	Matthew	5:7,	

“Blessed	are	the	merciful,	for	they	will	be	shown	
mercy.”		The	song	we	study	with	this	verse	is	“His	Mercy	is	
More”.		They	are	a	great	combination	to	learn	about	God’s	
love	and	mercy	and	our	responsibility. 

The	chorus	of	the	song	states,	“Our	sins	they	are	
many,	His	mercy	is	more.”		God’s	mercy	cannot	be	
calculated.		And	as	His	children	called	to	strive	to	be	like	
Him,	our	responsibility	is	to	show	mercy.		And	that	is	
difficult. 

The	parable	of	the	unmerciful	servant	begins	with	
Peter	asking	Jesus	how	many	times	should	we	forgive	our	
brother.		Peter	answers	his	own	question	with	“seven”	
probably	thinking	he	has	a	very	good	answer.		I	think	he	
does	have	a	good	answer.		Jesus,	however,	teaches	an	even	
bigger	lesson.		He	says	seventy-seven	times. 

The	Bible	uses	“seventy-seven”	one	other	time,	in	
Genesis	4:24.		It	is	where	Lamech,	Cain’s	descendant,	
challenges	God	by	saying	“if	Cain	is	avenged	seven	times,	
Lamech	is	avenged	seventy-seven	times”,	an	example	of	
how	far	the	human	spirit	can	oppose	God. 

We	desperately	need	mercy,	both	to	give	and	
receive.		All	praise	to	God,	that	His	mercy	is	so	much	more	
than	our	faults.		It	is	a	blessing	to	experience	that	in	our	
homes,	our	churches,	and	our	school.		Thank	you	for	
supporting	us.		 

-	Shalom,	Jason	Alons 
 
 

First grade news 
If you’ve never heard of Flat Stanley you should visit one of our 
first grade classrooms!  Stanley is a fictional character who gets 
flattened by a bulletin board - he goes under doorways and can 
even fit in an envelope!  You guessed it! We all made our own 
Flat Stanley, mailed him to various places around the world and 
he gave us all kinds of interesting information about the areas. 
He saw landforms and bodies of water such as mountains, oceans 
and rivers.  When visiting California and even south of the 
equator he saw people in shorts and t-shirts!  He was exposed to 
various foods that are eaten locally and what the weather is 
like.  He had such a great time on all his adventures!  We all just 
wished we could have joined him!  However, we learned so 
much information about the many places God has created around 
the world.  Some are similar to where we live but many are so 
different! What a wonderful and creative God we have! 

- Ardene Huisman, 1st grade teacher 
 



  

ESA - Educational Savings Accounts - This is NOT a voucher!   
     You have probably heard about this bill as it is moved very quickly through the Iowa state house and signed by the Governor into 
law on January 24.  It is certainly historic in its scope.  It will benefit so many families.  We support this bill fully and look forward to 
implementing it. The Heart of the Bill - Parents who choose to enroll their children in a nonpublic school will receive the amount of 
per pupil funds allocated annually by the state to use for tuition, fees, and other qualified expenses. Funds are deposited into an 
education savings account (ESA) each year until students graduate or complete high school or turn 20. Effective for the 2023-24 
school year, per pupil funding will be $7,598 per student, and ESAs will be available based on the following eligibility: 
Year 1: School Year 2023-24 
All kindergarten students 
All public school students who choose to go to the Christian school 
Christian school students with a household income at or below 300% federal poverty level.  
Year 2: School Year 2024-25 
All kindergarten students 
All public school students who choose to go to the Christian school 
Christian school students with a household income at or below 400% federal poverty level.   
Year 3: School Year 2025-26 
All K-12 students in Iowa regardless of income 
Common myths about ESAs. 
Myth Number 1:  Educational choice programs drain resources from an already underfunded public school system.  (“Public 
dollars for public schools.”) 
-Extensive research has shown this to be false.  In areas around the country where large school choice initiatives are in place, public 
schools fiscally benefited or had no change.  We would not support a plan that hurt our local public school.  Public dollars should go 
to benefit all the people, not public institutions. 
Myth Number 2:  Educational Choice will leave the most disadvantaged and difficult-to-educate students in the public school 
system. 
-Again research has shown this to be false.  In fact the opposite is true.  No educational institution can fit the needs of every 
student.  School choice gives more parents an option.  Those who are most disadvantaged feel the most trapped without a school 
choice option. 
Myth Number 3:  Private schools are unaccountable. 
-This myth offends me the most.  We are an accredited school, meaning Christian Schools International, an approved agency by the 
state of Iowa, provides our accreditation.  In my experience, their accreditation process is far more meaningful and rigorous than the 
process from the state.  And above that we are accountable to parents.  Our parents have every right to leave if they are not satisfied 
with what is happening.  That is often not true with public schools. 
Myth Number 4:  Educational Choice violates the principle of Separation of Church and State. 
-This is quickly becoming an obsolete argument as courts, including the Supreme Court, rule in favor of educational choice 
programs.  
Myth Number 5:  Inequity grows because private schools don’t have to take everyone. 
-Having a public school that does accept all students within their district is a strength of public schools and why we support that 
mission of public schools.  But not every teacher, classroom, or even building of every public school has to take every child.  And it 
is misleading to say that just because a public school is “taking” every child, that child or family is having its needs met. 
Myth Number 6:  Iowa already gives private schools millions of dollars. 
-First, Iowa doesn’t give private schools any money directly.  All dollars come through public agencies and are done so as a way to 
benefit every child in Iowa.  An ESA could be seen as an extension of what is already there.  Iowa offers a small tax credit for 
educational expenses that is often referenced in this myth.  The fact is 70% of that money goes to public school families for different 
educational expenses. 
Myth Number 7:  Iowans don’t support educational choice programs. 
-That is completely false.  The recent elections in Iowa are evidence that this is an important issue that Iowans 
are willing to vote for.  Candidates who support school choice have been getting elected.  And surveys to 
Iowans which define school choice accurately show ⅔ of Iowans support it. 
Myth Number 8: School choice programs come with “strings attached.” 
-There is nothing in this bill that mandates we do anything to jeopardize or weaken our mission.  The fact that the money goes 
directly to parents and not to our school is another layer of protection from any “strings”. 
Myth Number 9: Any expansion of school choice will hurt rural schools. 
-There has never been any evidence that school choice programs hurt public schools, rural or urban.  Like I said earlier, the evidence 
is really the opposite.  Giving parents a choice means the families in public schools have also chosen to be there.  That makes for 
stronger public schools and better student outcomes. 
Myth Number 10: Iowa already has school choice. 
-Often this comes with people listing all our school choice options.  It is correct that options exist.  However, just because something 
exists does not mean it is accessible.  A 2023 Corvette exists, that doesn’t mean it is an option I will be able to put in my garage.  We 
need to make all school options available to as many people as possible. 
     This is just my summary of answers.  I reference an Iowa Association of Christian Schools article.  If you would like to read more, 
please go to their website and read more in-depth answers to these myths.  http://www.iowachristianschools.org/school-choice-myths-
in-iowa/  
 
 



Twas the Night Before Christmas 
Twas some weeks before Christmas and all through the school halls 

Was the kind of excitement that beckons and calls! 
The strings were a tuning, with bows in the air. 

The trumpets and flutes and trombones were all there. 
The choir was warming their voices on cue: 
Oooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooo. 

The teachers were rushing and shushing about... 
Get ready! Be quiet! Please do not shout! 

The principal welcomed the guests to the gym 
hoping and praying the crowd would fit in! 

The parents were clamoring to find a good seat. (Grandparents came 
early so as not to compete!) 

The music was practiced, the piano was tuned, 
the students were dressed up and ready to croon. 

The audience waited with anticipation. 
The drummers so eager to give syncopation! 

They delayed no longer and gave it a go 
and opened with prayer and got on with the show! 

The audience enjoyed this Christmas delight 
December 12, 2022 was indeed a good night! 

 
And it was a good night! A full to capacity crowd, prepared and 

eager students and the feeling of Christmas all around lent itself to a 
concert full of joy and praise to the Savior!  

 
‘Twas the night before Christmas, and all through the earth, 

Every creature was stirring, awaiting a birth. 
The time for Messiah was certainly near, 

The prophets foretold it; the Bible was clear. 
From the book of beginnings, the very first sin, 

God’s word made it clear how His grace entered in. 
Born of a virgin, He’d come as a man. 

The Creator among us, the time was at hand. 
Jesus is Lord, all creation proclaims. 

He’s the first and the last, He is always the same.  
History turned on the first Christmas day,  

When God became man in a humble display.  
As we think of the manger in which He was laid,  

Let our hearts welcome Him to the world He made! 
- Dixie Wielenga, Orchestra  

 
Sports Update: 
    Our Junior High students will be wrapping up 
their season over the next two weeks. Our teams 
have had a very successful season this year.  
    This year we were blessed with four really 
good coaches, all from Northwestern College. 
Our 7th grade girls team is coached by Brianna 
Kleinwolterink and our 8th grade girls team is 
coached by Sutton Schlumbohm. Our 7th grade 
boys team is coached by Parker Fryar and our 
8th grade boys are coached by Blake Anderson. 
All four have been great leaders for our athletes 
this year and we are thankful for their ability to 
work with our kids.  
    Currently, all four of our teams are undefeated 
and playing really well. It has been fun watching 
them continue to improve throughout the season. 
Our 8th grade teams are anxiously waiting for 
the Christian Schools tournament over the next 
couple weeks.  
    Now we wait for the snow to melt so we can 
play soccer and run track! 

-Travis De Jong, Athletic Director 
 

Board Report – January 2023 
  
December balance sheet:  $1,693,284.52 
 
What a wild winter we have had so far! Although we 
have plenty of hours built into the year, we realize 
learning suffers when kids aren’t in school. We have 
made some changes to the schedule to make up for some 
of the hours lost. Presidents’ Day weekend will no 
longer be a four day weekend. Instead, we will be 
following Unity’s schedule with school on Friday, 
February 17, and no school on Monday, February 20. 
 
We are incredibly grateful to all who have returned a 
pledge form for the Phase 23 building project. Please 
contact the office if you would like to give or have 
questions about online payments. 
 
The board has extended an administrator contract to Mr. 
Alons for the 2023-2024 school year. We are thankful 
for his leadership at OCCS. 
 
Our Preschool Open House is Wednesday, February 15, 
from 5:30-7:30 p.m. in the preschool room. Preschool 
registration will be Thursday, February 23, from 5:00-
6:00 p.m. 
 
Thank you for your continued prayers for wisdom and 
discernment as decisions are made concerning OCCS. 
 

Faithfully submitted, 
Jen Elgersma, Board Secretary 

 
 

Attention OCCS Alumni  
Did you graduate from Orange City Christian 
School? We are updating our alumni database and 
we would appreciate your help. If you could go 
onto our website and fill in your information, we 
would appreciate it. We also ask that you might 
forward this request to any alumni you know have 
not seen this request. We are hoping to stay in 
contact with our alumni and this is our first step in 
doing so. We thank you for helping us out with 
this information! 



  
Current Wish List for Teachers and Staff 
 

 

Northwest Iowa Honors Orchestra 
It was a great day for a group of our middle 
school orchestra students as these students 
spent the day at Northwestern College 
practicing and preparing for the NWIA 
Honors Orchestra concert. 
Congrats to Kennedy, Marielle, Meraya, 
Celeste, Haley, Drew, Kaylee, David, Emily, 
and Joslyn on the honor. Thanks for 
representing OCCS and for using your gifts to 
glorify God through music! 

- Dixie Wielenga, Orchestra  
 

We’re Hiring at OCCS 
 
We are looking to hire a Full Time Office Staff who will 
also be our TRIP Coordinator. Responsibilities include 
running a sizable TRIP program and all office duties. The 
position is approximately 40 hours/week during the 
school year and less in the summer.  
 
We are also needing to hire a part time Art Teacher. This 
teacher would be responsible for teaching art to all grades 
1st through 8th.  
 
Interested parties can find an application on our school 
website for Faculty or Staff. 
 
www.orangecitychristian.net/about-us/employment 
 



 
 

Tiger PAWS News: 
Tiger PAWS decided to try something new this year; to 
let each family choose how they would serve OCCS on 
a work group. In the past, families were assigned to a 
work group, but this year each family signed up for 
their work group commitment. Each family is required 
to participate in four ways.  

1. Making pig-in-the-blankets in the fall  
2. Making pig-in-the-blanket in spring,  
3. Work a shift at the Tulip Festival tent  
4. Commitment of your choice!  

There were options of serving at the soup supper, 
making soup/tavern for the soup supper or Tulip 
Festival, and setting up or taking down the tent at Tulip 
Festival. 1 Peter 4:10 says “As each has received a gift, 
use it to serve one another, as good stewards of God’s 
grace.”  We have all been given different gifts with the 
purpose to serve each other. We hope that it was a 
blessing to be able to choose how to use the gifts God's 
given you. As some love to cook food in their own 
kitchen and others may prefer to serve the soup. We are 
blessed as we all do our part to serve OCCS and the 
community. We look forward to joining together to 
serve on February 9 for the Soup Supper, and we hope 
to see all of you there! 

-Sarah Bonnema, Tiger PAWS Vice President 
 
 

IMPORTANT DATES TO REMEMBER  
 
February 9 Tiger PAWS Soup Supper 
February 14 & 16 P/T Conferences 
February 15 Preschool Open House 
February 20 Presidents’ Day – No School 
February 23 Preschool Registration 
February 28  Chapel led by PS & 4th grades 
March 14 OCCS Band Concert at OCCS 
April 5 Chapel led by Kd. & 5th grades 
April 6-10 Easter Break – No School 
April 20 Covenant Kids Preschool 
 Grandparent Day 
April 20 7:00pm - K-4 musical at OCCS 
April 21 9:30am - K-4 musical at OCCS 
 K-8 Grandparent Day 
 12:00 noon dismissal 
April 25  Solo/Ensemble event at Sioux  
  Center  Christian School 
 

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION UNITS 
Church Unit       Requested        Contribution                           Balance 
      for 2022-23          for 2022-23               Remaining  
Calvary CRC $110,100.00 $67,161.90 $42,938.10 
First CRC 80,700.00 43,784.06 36,915.94 
Hospers CRC 21,000.00 21,000.00 0.00 
Immanuel CRC 98,700.00 39,909.89 58,790.11 
Living Water 68,304.60 30,194.12 38,110.48 
Redeemer URC 54,600.00 54,600.00 0.00 
Other Supporting Churches 6,600.00 4,800.00 1,800.00 
Partner Society 197,400.00 76,185.02 121,214.98 
 
 

MEMORIALS 
 
Mary Addink 
 

Trip News - Free in ’23  
Free shipping will be awarded to 5 organization for the 
remaining of the 2023 calendar year. Every time you make 
a purchase on raiseright.com through Jan. 31, you are 
entering Orange City Christian School for a chance to win. 
 
TRIP payouts were made the beginning of January and 
should have been reflected on your January tuition 
statement. The next payout will be May 1.  
 
The TRIP program at OCCS is looking for a new 
Coordinator who would also be the full-time office staff. If 
you are interested, please check out the employment page 
on our website for a full job description and application.   
 

Building Project Update 


