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Orange City Christian School is a biblically-based community that partners 

with parents, educating hearts and minds to serve in Christ's 

Aug/Sept 
2022

IMPORTANT DATES TO REMEMBER  

October 6 & 7 Heartland Conference - No School 
October 26 Chapel led by 2nd & 7th grades 
October 27 NWI Christian School Strings  
 Festival, Western 
October 28 End of first quarter, 12:00 dismissal 
October 25 Pastors’ Day 
November 5 Honor Band Festival, Dordt 
 University 
November 8  2:00pm dismissal, 4:00-8:30 p.m. - 
 P/T Conferences 
November 10 2:00pm dismissal, 2:30-7:00 p.m. -  
 P/T Conferences  
November 11 No School 
November 23 Chapel led by 1st & 6th grades  
November 23 12:00 dismissal 
November 24 & 25 Thanksgiving Break, No School 
December 12 7:00pm, Christmas Concert for  
 grades 5-8, OCCS 
December 21 12:00 p.m. dismissal 
Dec. 22-Jan. 2 Christmas Break 
January 3 Classes resume 
January 13 End of second quarter, 12:00 
 dismissal 
January 25 Chapel led by Preschool & 4th  
 grades 

Blessed are… 

The school year is off to a blessed start.  Our Lord is once 
again faithful, giving us what we need during this 
transition to the school year.  It is hard to believe we are 
already over a month into the school year.  August/
September has been full of activity at school:  new 
classes, new staff, Fun Raiser kick-off, theme kick-off, 
sports, silage piles, pig-in-the-blanket making, class 
projects, field trips, the list goes on.  It is exciting to get 
back into the swing of things. 

We also have a chapel theme for the year:  Blessed to be a 
Blessing (The Beatitudes).  These are God’s statements of 
what is important to Him, the things He wants His people 
to focus on.  They stand in stark contrast to the world’s 
notions of importance.  The coming month of November’s 
lesson, blessed are the meek, is a poignant example of 
contradiction to the world.  It is difficult to see examples 
in our world right now where the meek are inheriting the 
earth. 

But that may be exactly God’s point.  His people need to 
look different.  And when we do, the verses following the 
Beatitudes give us encouragement.  We are the salt of the 
earth and light of the world.  When salt is added to food, 
you know instantly that it is there.  When light shines 
from a hill into the darkness, you can’t miss it.   

OCCS believes our call is to educate our students to 
impact their communities like salt and light.  We lay the 
foundation, with parents and the church, for students to 
see the world differently.  As we receive God’s blessings 
and bless each other through community, we then will 
bless our larger community.  It will be exciting to see 
what God does through OCCS and the people in it.  
Thank you for partnering with us. 

In Christ, 

 

Jason Alons, Principal 

Convocation Service 

God's blessings were evident right from the start of this 
school year with a beautiful morning for the dedication 
service. A large crowd gathered behind school to sing 
God's praises, pray for His blessing on the school year, 
and learn a little bit about the school theme. We give 
special thanks to our eighth grade musicians (Emily 
Oordt, Jocelyn Vis, Lauren Noteboom, Kaylee Dykstra, 
Ayva Van Schouwen, and Trenton De Groot) for their 
leadership. During the service, a "Bee with an 
Attitude" (Mr. Alons) joined the gathering. He seemed a 
little confused about the year's theme of the beatitudes, 
so hopefully we will all learn together to have the 
characteristics Jesus teaches in the beatitudes.  
  
Kim Philipsen, STEPS 
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Chapel/Theme Kick-Off 
During this ’ 22/’ 23 school year, OCCS’s school wide 
theme is focusing on the Beatitudes. Emphasis is being 
placed on sharing the promised blessings with others 
within our families and community. It is our deep hope 
that the students will experience joy as they encounter 
our theme ”Blessed, to be a Blessing”. 

So the buzz around town on September 20, 2022 (our 
theme kickoff day), was just the OCCS students and staff 
“bee –ing a blessing” to several different organizations in 
the Orange City area. Many windshields at Unity and 
MOC-FV elementary received coupons and tokens as a 
way to bless unexpected individuals. At NWC our 
working bees handed out snack packs to share God’s love 
with the college students. Additionally, many businesses 
in our downtown area received thank you notes for their 
service to the community. Students also had an 
opportunity to bless some local churches, Atlas, the Tulip 
Garden, and Zestos by assisting in some of their cleanup 
work. 

After a busy morning, the student body gathered back at 
school to cool off a bit and have their lunch. Students 
then blessed one another as they participated in large 
group activities on the playground. On such a warm day, 
the favorite activities were the water relays and eating 
freeze pops.



 

Board Report – October 2022
 
Thank you to all who attended our kick-off event in August. Even 
though the weather didn’t cooperate at first, we had a wonderful 
evening together and received many donations to start off our 
fundraising campaign. Please keep an eye out for more events in 
the coming months! 

The annual Society Meeting was held on Monday, September 
12.76 members were in attendance; 4 absentee ballots were 
accepted. Retiring board members were Melanie Van Grouw (At 
Large), Luke Perry (Immanuel CRC), and Brady Goslinga 
(Redeemer URC).  We sincerely appreciate the years of service 
each of them has given to serving on the OCCS school board. 
New board members elected were Joe Poppema (At Large), 
Emily Moret (Immanuel CRC), and Collin Korver (Redeemer 
URC). 
 
Recognized for years of service at OCCS were: 
 5 years: Lorinda Breems, Jo Ellen Harvey, Kyndara 
Woudstra 
 10 years: Missy Brummel, Erin Driesen, Melissa Dykstra 
 15 years: Maria Noteboom 
 20 years: Sheila Van Den Brink  

Thank you for your commitment to our school and serving 
faithfully!Enrollment for 2022-2023 – 32 in two preschool 
programs; 305 in K-8 (increase of 9 from last year) 
 
Election of Board Officers and Committee Assignments: 
 President –  Dan Foreman 
 Vice President – Schuyler Noteboom 
 Treasurer – Christina Zuiderveen 
 Secretary – Jen Elgersma 
 Vicar – Tim Van Voorst 
Committee Assignments: 
 Education –  Tim Van Voorst, Collin Korver 
 Finance – Christina Zuiderveen, Steve Vis, Emily Moret 
 Building - Dan Foreman, Joe Poppema 
 SHARE –  Jen Elgersma, Schuyler Noteboom 
 
Thank you for your continued prayers for OCCS! 

Jen Elgersma, board secretary

Sports Report 
As we wrap up September and head into October, our 
Junior High students are approaching the final weeks of 
our fall sports season.  The next three weeks will be a 
busy time for our students as they wrap things up. This 
fall we have students participating in OCCS volleyball, 
Jr. Knights football and cross country.  

Our volleyball teams are approaching the halfway point 
of the season. Both the 7th and 8th grade teams are off to 
a great start. We have very good numbers this year. Our 
7th grade has 12 girls playing, while our 8th grade has 
13 girls playing. It is great to see the girls out playing 
volleyball. This season our 7th grade team is coached by 
Taylor De Jong and our 8th grade team is coached by 
Josie Vander Stoep and Hope Geissert. We appreciate 
their dedication to our teams and for giving up their time 
to work with our girls. 

This fall we had students participate in the Unity 
Christian Prediction Run again. This is always a fun 
event that our kids enjoy doing. Each participant must 
try to guess their 1 mile run time before the race. The top 
10 participants in each category receive a medal, the top 
5 fastest times in each category also receive a medal. 
This year the following OCCS took home multiple 
medals in placing but also in predicting times. Thank 
you to Karlyn Brunst for helping out with this event 
again this year! 

Fall Kick Off Event FUN raiser 

What began as a rainy Saturday afternoon ended with 
a successful kickoff event on Saturday, August 27. 
This year’s kickoff purpose was two-fold. First of all, 
it marked the beginning of the 2022-23 school year as 
friends and families gathered for a pulled pork meal, 
bean bag tournaments, and carnival games for kids. 
The shower of rain, which was much needed after a 
dry spell throughout the summer, halted the 
tournament for a time and forced both the inflatables 
and meal to relocate in the gym, with tables lining the 
hallways. Secondly, the event marked the kickoff for 
fundraising for Project Engage: Phase 23. A matching 
gift of $50,000 by American State Bank urged event-
goers to contribute to the cause and those in 
attendance were able to match the total to donate just 
over $100,000 towards the building addition 
campaign.   

Matt Van Schepen, Assistant Principal  



 

Preschool update:  

Preschool has been off to a wonderful start!  We have had a lot of 
activities to keep us busy including: our beginning the year study 
and a camping mini study. The Preschoolers loved talking about 
camping in campers verses camping in tents. They also learned 
about what food we eat when we camp and the supplies that we 
use.  A highlight for them was having our Dramatic Play center 
decorated like a campground.  They had a fishing set, a fake 
campfire, and all of the pretend s’more fixings!  

In Bible we have been learning about the creation story.  We made 
posters for each day to remind us of all of the wonders that God 
created.  

In letter time we have been working through  Handwriting Without 
Tears. The first few weeks we learned about the big lines, little 
lines, big curves, and little curves that we use to make our letters.  
We also built our friend, Mat Man.   Mat Man helps us remember 
the parts that it takes to create letters. The Preschoolers loved 
reading books about the many funny adventures that Mat Man went 
on. After Mat Man was built, we began our first letter, L.  We 
talked about lollipops, ladybugs, lunchboxes, and Llama Llama. 

Each month the Preschoolers have a character trait that we focus 
on. This month the trait is safety.  We have talked about how we 
can keep our bodies safe at school.  The Preschoolers made class 
rules to hang in the room to remind us how to be safe. We learned 
about Humpty Dumpty and what happened to him when he was not 
safe.   
Next month our character trait will be respect: treating others the 
way that you want to be treated.  

Anna Zeutenhorst 

MEMORIALS 
Ardyce Wassenaar Barnett 
Lavonne Kroese 
JD Lems 
Esther Wynia 

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION UNITS 
Church Unit Requested  Contribution             Balance 
 for 2020-21   for 2020-21          Remaining  
Calvary CRC $110,100.00 $25,625.87 $84,474.13 
First CRC 80,700.00 11,057.68 69,642.32 
Hospers CRC 21,000.00 106.32 20,893.68 
Immanuel CRC 98,700.00 109.06 98,590.94 
Living Water 71,400.00 1,157.33 70,242.67 
Redeemer URC 46,200.00 46,200.00 0.00 

Tiger P.A.W.S. 

This year the school is focusing on the theme Blessed 
to be a Blessing.  This very fitting theme has echoes in 
everything that Tiger PAWS is about! 
(Parents and Advocates Willing to Serve!) 
Service has many forms.  Sure, we all enjoy serving 
when we see the fruit of our labor right away.  It might 
seem easier to serve when the spotlight is on us.  Yet, 
it is maybe more important to serve when the spotlight 
is not on us….to do the work that needs to be done, 
that might be less than glamorous. 
This past month we have seen numerous parents and 
advocates step up to cover silage piles, supply food, 
carpool, and organize.  If we would stop there, we 
could say it was a great month.  YET, we also saw 
parents, students and advocates give of their time and 
talent to assemble 1, 200 dozen Pig-in-the-blankets.  
Amazing.  We have strived to minimize the number of 
fundraisers we do in a year and maximize the impact 
of each fundraiser.   
When we serve, sometimes we are called to wash feet 
and sometimes we are called to wash dishes.  A 
willing and servant heart is ready and willing to do 
either one at any time.  May this be a year where we 
serve each other, the staff, the students, and the 
community all for and in the name of Jesus.  It is a 
pleasure to be in this journey with you all.  

            -  Vicki Schrock, Tiger Paws President  



 

T.R.I.P. News 

Just before school started, Kim Vande Zande 
moved to Michigan where her husband Mark 
accepted a call to be Pastor. Jeanette Van 
Genderen is the new TRIP coordinator at OCCS.  
She too is a Pastor’s wife and her family just 
moved to Maurice this summer. She has 2 
children at Unity High School, Kara is a Senior 
and Ben a Sophomore. And her oldest child, Bree 
is following in her parents footsteps as a 
Freshman at Northwestern. It’s her first time 
working in a school, but she is happy to be part of 
the the office staff at Orange City Christian 
School. Going forward through the school year 
TRIP hours will be: Monday, Tuesday and 
Thursday 8:00 - 4:00 and Wednesday and Friday 
8:00 to 12:30. If you need a special order, it 
should be placed by 10 am on Monday morning 
to be received the same week. The online order 
will always be placed on Monday and come in by 
Wednesday afternoon. Many gift cards are kept 
on hand and can be ordered at anytime. Local 
special orders can usually be picked up the next 
day. Thank you for supporting this program. If 
you have questions or need more information, 
c o n t a c t J e a n e t t e b y e m a i l 
jvangenderen@occhristian.net or in the school 
office (712) 737-2274

Staff Wish List 2022-2023 

Supporters of OCCS, it takes a lot of resources to make 
a school run smoothly.  Budgets are tight and we work 
hard to ensure that school dollars go as far as possible.  
Most supplies used in the classroom and around school 
are budgeted.  However there are resources and items 
teachers would like to purchase but they do not fit into 
this category.  The teachers and staff members have 
created a “wish list”.  

If you or someone you know would like to give toward 
any of these wish list items, you may send it in to the 
office.  We will then let the teacher know and purchase 
the item immediately.  You can also give a portion of 
the cost of an item.  Then several people can donate 
toward an item for a classroom.  

Thank you for helping out in this way!
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